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Liora Grossman was o in Lithuania and moved 1o Israel with her fam-
ily at the age of five. Today she lives and waorks in Israel where she has
built a very successful career as an illustrator of children's books. After
graduating from the Bezalel Academy of art and design, she worked
as a graphic designer in several advertising agencies. Since then, she
has worked as an illustrator in many of Israel’s leading newspapers and
magazines. However, she always preferred illustrating children’s 1books.
Together with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs she put fogether an
exhibition of Israel's finest artists named Isiaillustrators”, which proved to
e very successful. This experience inspired her fo curate a much larger
exhibition, | am from here”, which deals with local features in Israeli pic-
ture books illustrated between the years 1948-2014.

Al one point in my work as a childrens books ilustrartor | was asked by a
Client fo create "The maost Israeli book that you possibly can’. | had illus-
frated many children's books before, without parficulary noficing if they
were ‘lsraell” per se. What exactly does make a book local? Maybe lo-
cality is in the parficular shape of liffle things — like mail boxes, dumypsrers,
anfennas efc.? This was the beginning of a long and excifing journey 1o
the cepiction of changing values and evolving culfure in Israeli childrens
iustration, dated from 1948 (ihe establishment of the State of Israel) until
2074. | focused on four issues in Israeli children's books. the child, the
country, the cify and the Israeli environment,

The interesting thing | discovered was the depiction of Isaeli values
through the years. For example, in the early years of the Isiael siate, illus-
trators dealf with ethnicity and diversity (Israel is an immigranion country).
Later on, in the 50s and 605, the years of the meling ot and the so-
clalist values of the kibbutz, children were arawn as an idenfical unified
group. They were shown in large groups, looking quite the same. Only
in the 80 lllustrators started creating inaividual children, “starming” in their
own Storylines. This poinis fo the shiff in Israeli values: from collectivism &
socialism 1o free inifialive and personal freedom. As much as 1his exhi-
bifion Is a story of a specific place, it can also generdlly refer 1o a very
different country which is in the midast of creating ifs own personal identity.
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Liora Grossman je rodena u Litvi i preselilaje u lzrael s obitelji kad jo je
bilo 5 godina. Danas Zivi | radi u lziaelu gdje je izgradila vilo uspjesnu
karijeru ilustratorice diecjin knjiga. Nakon §to je diplomirala na Akademiji
Bezalel za umjetnost | dizajn, radila je kao graficka dizajnerca za neko-
liko reklamnih agencija. Ofada radi kao ilustratorica u mnogim izraelskim
novinama i ¢asopisima. Medutim, uviek je vise voliela ilustrirati diecje
knjige. U suradniji s izraelskim Ministarstvom vanjskin poslova sastavila je
izlozbu najoalin iziaelskih umijetnika pod nazivom Israillustrators” koja je
bila viio uspjeSna. To iskustvo ju je nadahnulo da stvor mnogo vecu
izioZbu, ,Ja sam odavade’ koja se bavi lokalnim pojovama u iziaelskim
slikovnicama ilustriranim izmnedu 1948. 1 2014,

U Jecnom frenuiku moga rada kao ilustratorice ajeciin knjiga neki me
Klijent zamaolio aa nawravim najiziaelskiju knjigu koju mogu storifi. Frije
foga sam ilustirala mnoge djiecle knjige bez da sam primijetia aa su
one same o sebi iziaelske’. Sto, u shari, Sini knjigu lokalnom? Mozaa je
lokainost u posebnom obliku malih sivar — postanskih sanducica, kanta
Za smece, anfena, ffd. Bio je fo pocelak adugog | uzbudijivog pufo-
vanja kroz opis promienjenih viliednosti | evoluiraiuce kulture U izraelskim
aecim ilusiracioma od 1948. (osnivanje Dizave lziael) do 2014. Usre-
adofocCila sam se na cefii pojave u izraelskim ajeciim knjigama. dijete,
selo, grad i iziaelski okolis. Ofkrla sam svu zanimijivost prkaza izraelskin
vifeanosti kroz godine. Na primjer, u prvim godinama iziaelske aizave,
ilustrator su se bavill emnickom pricacnoscu | raznolikoscu (lzrael je zemija
useljenika). kasnjie, u &0nm i 60fim, godinama stapanja | SoCialisickin
vijlecnosti kibuca dleca su criana koo identicna u jedinsivenol skuoini.
Prkazivana su u relativno velikim skupinama [ sva su iZzgleaala sasvim
jeanako. Tek su u osamaesetim godinama ilustrarton pocel sharafi inal-
viduainu ajecu, junake Viastifih prica. 1o pokazuje promjent iziaelskin Vii-
Jjeanost od kolektivizma | Socializma prema Sioboanaof iniciiaiivi i 0Sobnoj
slobodl. kolkogod ova iziozba bila prica o nekom arugom mjestu ona
se opcenito moze primienii | na sasvim arugaciu zemiju koja je usred
Shvaranja svoga vIashtog osobnog icentitefa.
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