SPRAWIEDLIWI WSROD NARODOW SWIATA
Agnieszka Kaniut #12296
Maria Katuza #12296a

Podczas dzisiejszej uroczystosci, odbywajgcej sie w ramach 9. Festiwalu Kultury
Zydowskiej Warszawa Singera, pragniemy oddaé hotd dwém wspaniatym kobietom,
$p. Agnieszce Kaniut i jej bratanicy sp. Marii Katuzy. W czasie Zagtady uratowaty one
mate dziewczynki, siostry Ester i Cypore Spiegel.

Zydowska rodzina Spieglow mieszkata przed wojng w Chorzowie, gdzie utrzymywata sie
ze sklepu z galanteria. Podczas okupacji zmuszeni byli do opuszczenia domu
i przeniesienia sie do Sosnowca, gdzie mieszkali rodzice Abrama Spiegla. Tam trafili do
getta, utworzonego przez Niemcéw w dzielnicy Srodula.

Po kolejnych akcjach likwidacyjnych Abram i Lea Spieglowie postanowili ratowa¢ swoje
corki i przekaza¢ je w rece swojej znajomej, Agnieszki Kaniut. Poczatkowo kobieta
zgodzita sie przyjac¢ tylko jedng z dziewczynek, ale po gorgcych namowach ostatecznie
zgodzita sie na przyjecie obu. Estere i malutkg Cypore wywieziono w koszach ze
$mieciami do fabryki poza gettem, w ktorej pracowata Lea. Pani Kaniutowa odebrata je od
niej i zawiozta do swojego domu w Chorzowie.

Przez pierwsze tygodnie dziewczynki byty ukrywane w piwnicy na wegiel. ,Ciocia Kaniut”
troszczyta sie o nie, przynosita im jedzenie i odbierata nieczystosci. Zaréwno ona, jak i jej
maz byli w petni $wiadomi, z jak duzym ryzykiem wigze sie pomaganie Zydom. Gdyby
odkryto ich sekret, nie pomogtby im nawet ich wysoki status spoteczny.

Gdy dziewczynki zaczety chorowac, pani Kaniutowa przeniosta je do mieszkania.
Poniewaz ukrywanie ich obu byto zbyt trudne i ryzykowne, postanowita zatrzymac Cypore,
a starszg Estere (po przefarbowaniu jej wtoséw na blond) przekaza¢ do domu swojego
brata Augustyna Kansy i jego zony Franciszki. Tam dziewczynkg z ogromng troska zajeta
sie ich cérka Maria, ktéra niebawem wyszta za maz za zotnierza Wehrmachtu. Ze wzgledu
na ryzyku dekonspiracji, Maria Katuza zmuszona byta odda¢ Ester na przechowanie na
wies do pewnego chtopa, kitéry niestety okazat sie byé brutalnym i apodyktycznym
cztowiekiem. Widzac niedole dziewczynki, Maria starata sie jg jak najczesciej odwiedzacé
i zabiera¢ do siebie do domu, gdy tylko byto to mozliwe.

Niestety niebezpieczenstwo dekonspiracji zaczeto po jakim$ czasie grozi¢ réwniez
mitodszej siostrze i Agnieszka Kaniut zdecydowata o przekazaniu Cypory zamoznemu
matzenstwu Volksdeutschow z Cieszyna. Poniewaz nie mieli wkasnych dzieci, chetnie
adoptowali dziewczynke, ale nie wiedzieli o jej zydowskim pochodzeniu. ,Ciocia Kaniut”
odwiedzata jg czesto i sprawdzata, czy dziewczynce nie dzieje sie krzywda.

Lea Spiegel przezyta wojne i po powrocie z obozéw zgtosita sie po swoje corki. W 1947 r.
przez Niemcy wyemigrowaty do lzraela, skad przez wiele lat utrzymywaty kontakt
z Agnieszkg Kaniut i Marig Katuza.



Obie Ocalone, Ester Gur-Arie i Cypora Klang, przybyly na dzisiejszg uroczysto$c¢,
aby w symboliczny sposob podzigkowa¢ swoim wybawczyniom. Medale i dyplomy
honorowe wreczg wraz z Ambasadorem lzraela na rece dzieci $p. Marii Katuzy, pani
Angeliki Katuzy i pana Eugena Katuzy.

Warszawa, 31.08.2012

Righteous Among the Nations
Agnieszka Kaniut #12296
Maria Katuza #12296a

At today's ceremony, which is held as part of the Ninth Edition of Festival "Warsaw of
Singer", we would like to pay tribute to two exceptional women: to the late Agnieszka
Kaniut and to her niece, the late Maria Katuza. In the time of the Holocaust they saved two
little sisters, Ester and Cypora Spiegel.

Before the war, a Jewish family by the name of Spiegel lived in Chorzéw. They supported
themselves by running a shop dealing in fashion accessories. During the occupation The
Spiegels were forced to leave their house and move to Sosnowiec, where Abram's parents
lived. In Sosnowiec they were locked in the ghetto established by the Germans in the
district Srodula.

Upon several liquidation actions, Abram and Lea Spiegel decided to rescue their
daughters, and put them under the guardianship of their friend Agnieszka Kaniut. At first,
the women had agreed to take in only one girl, however, after further entreaties, she finally
agreed to take both girls in. Estera and little Cipora were smuggled out of the ghetto in
waste bins and transported to the factory where Lea was working at that time. Mrs Kaniut
picked up the girls from Lea, and took them to her house in Chorzéw.

For the first weeks the girls were hiding in a coal cellar. Auntie Agnieszka was looking after
them, she was bringing food and removing waste. She and her husband, both were fully
aware of risks they were taking while helping Jews. If somebody had discovered their
secret, even their high social status would not have been of much help.

When the girls fell sick, Mrs Kaniut moved them to her apartment. Hiding two girls was too
complicated and risky, therefore she made a decision to keep only Cipora, and to send the
elder girl, Estera (but first she dyed her hair blond) to her brother's house. His name was
Augustyn Kansy, his wife's name was Franciszka. There, Maria, Augustyn and
Franciszka's daughter, was taking care of the girl. Shortly after Maria married a
Wehrmacht soldier. Due to the risk of exposure, Maria Katuza was forced to place Estera
at some peasant's, in a village. The peasant turned out to be a despot and a cruel men.
Maria knew about Estera's misery, she was trying to visit the girl as often as it was
possible, and to take Estera to her house whenever it was safe.

Unfortunately, soon the younger sister faced the threat of being unmasked as well.
Therefore Agnieszka Kaniut decided to place the girl with a wealthy couple of ethnic
Germans (Volksdeutsche) from Cieszyn. They had no children of their own, so they
willingly adopted the girl, yet they had no idea about her Jewish descent. Auntie Agnieszka
often visited the girl to check if she was treated well.



Lea Spiegel survived the war, and after she returned from the camp, she came back for
her daughters. In 1947, through Germany, they immigrated to Israel. They remained in
contact with Agnieszka Kaniut and Maria Katuza for many years.

Both Survivors, Ester Gur-Arie and Cypora Klang, are present at the ceremony today so
as to offer a gesture of thanks to their Rescuers. Together with the Ambassador of Israel
they will present the Medal and Certificate of Honour into the hands of Angelika Katuza
and Eugen Katuza, children of the late Maria Katuza.

Warsaw, 31 August 2012



