Honourable guests,

It is not easy to find the right words when you talk about approximately one and a half million children murdered in the Holocaust just because they were Jewish. However, today we have gathered to talk about it. We open the exhibition, which, unlike other Holocaust exhibitions, does not focus on history, statistics or descriptions of physical violence. It tells the story of survival – the struggle of children to hold on to life. The name of the exhibition “No Child’s Play” derives its name from an excerpt from Janusz Korczak’s book “Rules of Life”, and as he pointed out: “It is not proper to be ashamed of any game... What matters is not what one plays with, but rather how and what one thinks and feels while playing...” It is so true – we are talking about the kids who at those horror times were exactly the same as your children are now – with their dolls and teddy-bears, diaries and dreams. It just describes their attempts to maintain their childhood and youth by creating for themselves a different reality from the one that surrounded them...

The exhibition was originally created in 1996, and its curator was Ms. Yehudit Inbar. Although the exhibition was supposed to be on a display for three months only, it was included in a permanent exposition of Yad Vashem, and currently it is frequented by hundreds of thousands of visitors coming to the Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority. The travelling version of the exhibition has been produced in ten languages and it has been shown in dozens of countries.

More than a year ago Ms. Ilze Saulite approached our Embassy with an idea to produce this exhibition in the Latvian language. The Head of the Latvian branch of the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem suggested using it as a unique educational material on the Holocaust from children’s point of view. 

Now, thanks to generous support of the Ministry of Education and Science of Latvia, the German, USA, Austrian, Swedish and Hungarian Embassies, EC Representation in Latvia, Rietumu Bank Charity Foundation and, of course, the Israeli Foreign Ministry, this exhibition was produced in the Latvian language and delivered to Riga. According to the trilateral Agreement signed by the Latvian Branch of the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem, Ministry of Education and Science and the Latvian National Education Centre, it is to start the tour in schools all over Latvia. 

The Holocaust is a universal tragedy and it is our duty to remember what happened and to educate the young generation to ensure that something like that never happens again. We have to teach moral values. The Holocaust should not be used in any political context. This is an overall human tragedy.

Few days ago we commemorated the Israel Remembrance Day of Holocaust Martyrs and Heroes. It seems just appropriate to mark this event with opening of this exhibition.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, I am really grateful for cooperation and valuable assistance rendered by the Ministry, the embassies and other involved institutions, which made implementation of this project possible. I would also like to use this opportunity and convey special thanks to our hosts – the Latvian War Museum, its Director Ms. Aija Fleija, our great helper Ms. Sandra Mackevica, and the staff of the Museum.

Dear friends, thank you all for coming!

 




