Dear Former-President of Latvia and the Chairman of the National Security Committee of the Saeima, Mr. Valdis Zatlers,
Dear Director of Riga Business School Mr. Jānis Grēviņš,
Latvian IT Cluster Executive Director Ms. Lilita Sparāne,
Dear guests and participants of the Israeli Info Security Summit!
Ladies and Gentlemen!

I will not elaborate much on today’s cyber security topic, as we have more knowledgeable experts from Israel present here.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since I started my post as an Ambassador in Riga, in addition to the rich and flourishing cultural and political relations, I try to put economic issues on the top agenda of our Embassy. In this regard a lot of work has already been done: we have had several visits of Israeli ministers to Latvia, we had assisted in organizing Latvian economists’ visit to Israel. Recently we also have had successful seminars on technology transfer issues conducted by one of the leading Israeli experts in this field, Mr. Oren Simanian.  
Despite the fact that the trade turnover between our countries is not so big, we are witnessing positive trends of its growth and new initiatives and requests for cooperation from both Israeli and Latvian business communities. 
And in order to make sure that our cooperation will continue growing, I would like to donate to the Riga Business School library, copies of the book “Start-Up Nation” – the story of Israel’s economic miracle, translated into Latvian. We hope by that to get the Latvian students more familiarized with Israel’s achievements in the field of economics.
Today, I’m really proud to introduce at this seminar Israeli experts from the leading Israeli information security companies – Mr. Eran Kalige and Ms. Adi Talmor from Versafe, Mr. Mark Kreymer from ObserveIT and Mr. Max Shirshov from AlgoSec. 
I would like to thank all the organizers of this event and wish all the participants of the summit an efficient and interesting working day, as well as fruitful and useful networking discussions, which could help you promote future cooperation!    
