Conference “Jews in Latgale: History and Remembrance” ,Daugavpils, 07.03. 2013

Honorable guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear Friends!

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am most honoured to welcome you all here today, at this significant event – the Conference “Jews in Latgale: History and Remembrance”, organized by the Museum “Jews in Latvia” and hosted by the Daugavpils University.

The story of Latgale Jews reflects the story of Jews in Latvia in general. The first Jews came to Latgale in the sixteenth century; and in the first years of independent Latvia, Latgale had the largest concentration of Jewish people. In Daugavpils before the war 55% of its inhabitants were Jews. It was an active community with vibrant cultural life, great achievements in all kind of fields and wide political representation in regional municipalities. It was a vivid and flourishing community, which was almost completely exterminated during the World War II.  

Not much can be done to amend the past, but we can and must revive the memory of these communities, and we have to remember also those who stood against the general attitude towards the Jews during the Holocaust. In a world of total moral collapse there was a small minority, the Righteous among the Nations, who showed extraordinary courage to uphold human values. In Latvia – 132 Righteous among the Nations who were recognized by Yad Vashem. 

Today’s conference that is dedicated to the history of Jews of Latgale region is another educational tool in spreading this important historical memory among the public of Latvia.

I would like to wish you a very fruitful, informative and interesting seminar! 
