Award ceremony “Israeli Product of the Year 2012 in Latvia”

November 6, 2012 
Dear representatives of the Ministry of Economy, Investment & Development Agency, Support Council for Economic Cooperation between Latvia and Israel! 
Mr. Henriks Danusevics, President of the Latvian Traders’ Association!

Excellencies! Friends!

Israeli and Jewish businessmen!

Ladies and Gentlemen!

It is a great honour to greet you on this occasion – awarding ceremony of the best Israeli products of the year 2012 in the Latvian market. I’m confident that this event serves as another milestone and evidence of the very good bilateral economic relations between Israel and Latvia. These relations have been marked also by high level exchange visits and professional dialogues and consultations. The highlights of this year were the visits of Israeli Agricultural & Rural Development Minister Mrs. O.Noked and Minister of Energy & Water Resources Dr. U.Landau to Latvia, as well as the very recent visit of Latvian Foreign Minister Mr. Edgars Rinkēvičs to Israel that took place just last week. 
Although the bilateral relations are very good in general and cooperation between the two countries is active, I believe there is still much to be done in the fields of economy and sciences, especially research & development. I’m really glad to observe that trade turnover between our countries is increasing year by year and I would like to thank also the Latvian Jewish Community for facilitating the establishment of the Support Council for Economic Cooperation which, I hope, will benefit a lot to the both Israeli and Latvian entrepreneurs in developing new bilateral contacts and business opportunities.  

Together with the Latvian Traders’ Association we are happy to present today two special products of two successful Israeli companies in the Latvian market. By summarizing and analyzing the accessible offer in the local market, it was found that the most popular are the following products - Anti Kalk cleaner, distributed by “BSE Baltic, Ltd.”, produced by “Sano Bruno’s Enterprises”, and Eye Contour Age Defying Fluid, distributed by “Liad Baltija, Ltd.”, produced by “Premier Dead Sea Spa”.
In addition to these awards, today I would like to announce another very beautiful event I’m really proud of – launching of the book that is a success story of Israeli high technology field – publication of D.Senor & S.Singer’s book “The Start-up Nation. The Story of Israel’s Economic Miracle” in the Latvian language. The book was published by Janis Roze Publishers in the close cooperation with the Embassy of Israel, and we really hope it will assist Latvian readers in understanding better the miracle of the flourishing economy of Israel and maybe even in finding there also some valuable ideas useful for the local situation.    
And last, but not least, I would like to use this opportunity and thank all the organizers of the event, including the Latvian Traders’ Association in the person of the President, Mr. Henriks Danusevics and Ms. Dina Mateusa, Project Manager, as well as the whole staff of the Janis Roze Publishing House and especially its Director and translator of the book Ms. Renate Punka and also the devoted Embassy’s team. 
