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Introduction 

The Department of Emergency Management and Disaster Medicine 

About the Department 

The Department of Emergency Management and Disaster Medicine at the Sackler Faculty of 

Medicine, Tel-Aviv University, is a multidisciplinary research hub in the field of emergency and 

disaster management. The department strives to explore innovative approaches to promote 

public safety, security and resilience. To this end, our faculty and researchers employ high 

standards of academic work to provide evidence-based findings capable of facilitating decision 

making at higher levels. 

The research performed at the department encompass a wide range of fields, including disaster 

management, disaster medicine, public health, psycho-social & behavioral studies, psycho-

trauma, resilience promotion & management, humanitarian aid action, risk & crisis 

communication, risk management & business continuity, CBRNe security, etc. This wide range of 

topics is possible thanks to the kaleidoscope of experts involved. The faculty includes over 20 

leading Israeli experts specializing in different aspects of emergency & disaster management. 

A crucial element supporting the excellence of our department is its positioning among 

stakeholders and relevant partners. Through the ten years of its existence, The Department of 

Emergency Management and Disaster Medicine has been able to establish superb working 

relations with different organizations, government agencies and NGOs, including Magen David 

Adom (Israel's EMS), Israel National Police, Israel's Fire Brigade, IDF & Home Front Command, 

Ministry of Health, local authorities, and many more. These partnerships allow us to get direct 

access to both policy makers and practitioners and facilitate broadening our scope and 

understanding of studied phenomena. The department has been asked to advise national 

committees at the health ministry, provide expert opinion to parliamentary committees, and 

support planning and management of local and national exercises.   

The Department of Emergency Management and Disaster Medicine is also collaborating with 

international partners. We have been involved in numerous joint ventures and projects. Our 
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partnerships include academic and professional entities from around the world, for example: U.S. 

Department of Health & Human Services, Uniform Services University of the Health Science, 

University of California at Irvine (USA); The European Master in Disaster Medicine Program; The 

Centre for Research on Health Care in Disasters, Karolinska Institutet (Sweden); The Research 

Center in Emergency and Disaster Medicine (CRIMEDIM) of the Università del Piemonte Orientale 

(Italy); Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Belgium); The Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute 

(HCRI), University of Manchester (UK); Nippon Medical School (Japan); OCHA/UNDAC (United 

Nations); and more. In addition, our senior faculty members were partaking in coordination of 

humanitarian aid to several affected countries, most recently Haiti (2010), Philippines (2013), and 

Nepal (2015), as OCHA/UNDAC experts.    

The Department of Emergency Management and Disaster Medicine was recently designated by 

the World Health organization (WHO) as a WHO Collaborating Center for Disaster and Emergency 

Medicine, Management and Research. As a WHO Collaborating Center, the department will 

partake in research and education activities led by the WHO. 

About the Master's Program 

The Department of Emergency Management and Disaster Medicine is offering a Master's program 

for both Israeli and international students. The Multidisciplinary Program for Emergency and 

Disaster Management was established at Tel Aviv University in 2006 with the aim of providing the 

graduates with the knowledge and skills required to effectively deal with emergencies and 

disasters and their consequences. 

The Israeli program, has earned an outstanding reputation both in Israel and abroad. In 2011, an 

international Master of Public Health (MPH) program was established. This program allowed 

students from all over the world to study in Israel, a world leader in emergency preparedness and 

management, and learn from the Israeli experience from leading experts as their lecturers and 

faculty. 

 

The master's program has three major goals: 
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1. To impart the academic knowledge and the operational and theoretical analysis skills 

required when dealing with emergency and disaster situations. 

2. To develop new, innovative and critical ways of thinking when examining intervention plans 

for dealing with emergency and disaster situations, as well as the ability to put these plans 

into action. 

3. To provide the knowledge and hands-on experience to develop the skills needed for dealing 

with different types of emergencies and disasters, using tools and skills for capacity 

building, management, organization, evaluation, and analysis of these situations. 

 

About Tel-Aviv University 

Tel Aviv University (TAU) is Israel's leading center of higher learning, providing an education for 

30,000 students ranked among the finest in the world. It is comprised of 126 schools and 

departments across the spectrum of sciences, humanities and arts, and a campus as dynamic and 

multidimensional as Israel itself. TAU is one of Israel's most important research centers, engaged 

in more than 5,000 innovative projects in classic disciplines and in cutting-edge fields from 

bioinformatics to nanotechnology. That is why more than 150 of the world's leading academic and 

corporate institutions regularly conduct joint programs on campus. In the fields of science, 

business, medicine, the humanities, government, the arts and the art of scholarship, Tel Aviv 

University leads the way — expanding and enriching our shared future. 

 

About the Sackler Faculty of Medicine 

The Sackler Faculty of Medicine is Israel's largest institute of higher medical education. The 

Faculty consists of six schools: The School of Medicine, The School of Dental Medicine, The 

School of Continuing Medical Education, The Graduate School, The School of Public Health, and 

The School of Health Professions. The Sackler Faculty of Medicine is committed to excellence. It 

is the Faculty's priority to develop the skills of all our students to continue learning, and thus 

reach their maximum potential. 
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About the School of Public Health 

The mission of the School of Public Health (SPH) at Sackler Faculty of Medicine, Tel Aviv 

University (TAU) is to improve the public’s health through learning, scientific research, and 

communication. To achieve this goal, the School provides the highest level of education and 

research opportunities to public health scientists, medical practitioners, and leaders. The 

School's multidisciplinary approach encompasses knowledge and expertise of faculty and 

students across many academic disciplines including biological, quantitative, and social sciences, 

as well as fostering key collaborations with other academic institutions in Israel and abroad, 

hospitals, clinics, HMOs, and several world-renowned research institutes. 

 

  

 


