[bookmark: _GoBack]We welcome a new year, 5778 with prayers for Shana Tova, wishes that the new year will be one of the love of Israel, אהבת ישראל, mutual responsibility, אחריות הדדית, the continued building of Israel, our homeland, as we celebrate 70 years of independence.

As we usher a new year we bid farewell to the outgoing year with the traditional Jewish blessing, תכלה שנה וקללותיה, תחל שנה וברכותיה, 
May the outgoing year and its curses end, may a new year and its blessings starts.

Looking back at 5777 we may also see some blessings in the year which ends, first and foremost, the continuous strengthening of the state of Israel, our ancestral homeland which never cease to surprise with its creativity and ingenuity, with a prosperous economy, vibrant cultural and intellectual life and strengthening its relationships with many nations and countries around the world.

In Hungary we welcomed Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for the first official visit of a sitting Israeli Premier. This visit reassured the friendship between the two countries, Israel and Hungary and the importance of the Hungarian Jewish Community to both countries.

The Hungarian Jewish community, a witness to history, is carrying the torch of the past toward a future, building community life, Jewish religious, spiritual and cultural life. I'm proud of being not only Israel Ambassador to this country but Israel Ambassador to the Jewish Community. May we all build bridges of אהבת חינם, love to one another.

The year ahead will bring in its wings challenges and opportunities at home and elsewhere. At no time, regardless of any differences of views and personality, we should forget our values and destiny. At no time, no one should doubt Israel commitment to the wellbeing and safety of Jewish Communities anywhere in the world.

The year ahead is a year of celebration, Israel 70th independence. The vision of Budapest born Theodor Herzl, מדינת היהודים, the Jewish State, he had in mind and strived to promote has become reality. We should not forget the difficulties, the price paid as we celebrate and look forward to a future of peace with our neighbors, a future of no fear, where we can continue celebrate our identity and heritage.
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