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WHO at 75: Saving Lives, driving health for all
The theme of this year’s Health Assembly - saving lives, driving health for all - is admirable. It represents the overarching purpose of WHO. We must promote Universal Health Coverage for what it is: a human right.
Everyone is entitled to adequate medical care and treatment, irrespective of their race, religion, sexuality, socio-economic standing, and also politics. The COVID-19 pandemic reminded us that equal and accessible healthcare is essential to health systems’ resilience. This requires appropriate planning, budgeting, and infrastructure, on both a national and international level.
Indeed, the pandemic reminded us that international collaboration is crucial to offering rapid responses to novel health challenges that recognise no borders. To truly fulfil its purpose, WHO must open its doors to all, and encourage broad participation in advancing global health. 
WHO, along with other health organisations and national governments, must fearlessly and tirelessly ensure the ready availability of Universal Health Coverage. We must focus our efforts on constructive international and national governance. We must minimize disruptive and counterproductive politicization of WHO work.
That Universal Health Coverage is a human right, and that everyone is entitled to healthy living and adequate treatment, is a cornerstone of Israel’s healthcare system. This principle lies at the heart of Israel’s health policy, in the halls and offices of government and in the corridors and waiting rooms of hospitals and clinics alike. 
Israel’s National Insurance Law provides Universal Health Coverage, ensuring that the entire population receives affordable and accessible medical care through its regulated HMOs. 
For all of us, nothing is more sacred than saving lives. It is also a founding value of the State of Israel. 
Perhaps it is no coincidence that Israel shares its 75th anniversary with WHO. Just last month, my country marked 75 years of independence, and here at this Assembly, we mark 75 years of WHO. 
In the grand scheme of history, 75 years is not a long time. Yet, the achievements in driving health for all over these three generations have been hugely significant. New technologies and collaboration on digital tools have brought us ever closer to achieving Universal Health Coverage for everyone.
Telemedicine has vastly increased access to health services. With correct oversight, it offers boundless opportunities to advance equitable treatment. Optimizing digitalized data and using artificial intelligence play central roles in promoting preventative healthcare, reducing acute health issues and raising health standards for everyone. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is our duty to ensure that this work at WHO continues. I am confident that this can be done. And I look forward to many more years of fruitful cooperation, driving health for all. 
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