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Chi ld  sexual  abuse is  a  gross  v io lat ion  of  ch i ldren’s  r ights .  Accord ing  to  the  Wor ld  Hea l th

Organ izat ion ,  12% of  ch i ldren  in  the  wor ld  were  sexual ly  abused in  the  past  year ,  amount ing

to  about  260 mi l l i on  v ic t ims .  Such  abuses  can  take  var ious  fo rms ,  f rom harassment  to  rape and

can happen in  any  se t t ing ,  i nc lud ing  homes ,  i n s t i tu t ions ,  schoo l s ,  rec reat iona l  se t t ings ,  and

workp laces .  The  on l ine  sphere  enab les  sexua l  v io lence  of  ch i ld ren ,  by  s imp l i f y ing  the  c reat ion

and d i s seminat ion  of  sexua l l y  abus i ve  images  and by  add ing  new avenues  th rough  wh ich  adu l t s

might  l u re  ch i ld ren  in to  abus i ve  o r  exp lo i ta t i ve  s i tuat ions .

 

The internat ional  communi ty  has  adopted var ious  inst ruments  to  protect  ch i ldren  f rom

sexua l  v io lence ,  such  as  the  CRC and i t s  add i t iona l  p ro toco l s  –  and  more  spec i f ica l l y  a r t ic les

19 ,  34  35  and 39  - ,  the  Counc i l  o f  Eu rope Convent ion  on  P rotect ion  of  Ch i ld ren  aga ins t  Sexua l

Exp lo i ta t ion  and Sexua l  Abuse ,  as  we l l  as  Human R ights  Counc i l  reso lu t ions  such  as

A/HRC/RES/13/20.  

 

A r t ic le  19  o f  the  CRC ins i s t s  on  the  impor tance fo r  S tates  to  es tab l i sh  “ soc ia l  p rogrammes  to

prov ide  necessary  suppor t  fo r  the  ch i ld  and fo r  those  who have  the  care  of  the  ch i ld ,  as  we l l  as

fo r  o ther  fo rms  of  p revent ion  and fo r  ident i f icat ion ,  repor t ing ,  re fe r ra l ,  i nves t igat ion ,  t reatment

and fo l low-up of  i ns tances  of  ch i ld  ma l t reatment  descr ibed heretofo re ,  and ,  as  appropr ia te ,  fo r

jud ic ia l  i nvo l vement . ”

 

Whi le  prevent ion  is  of ten  ment ioned,  i t  i s  rare ly  the  focus  of  government  ef for ts .  Rather ,

most  resources  focus  on  a-pos te r io r i  e f fo r t s  to  detect ,  pun i sh ,  and  mon i to r  perpet rato r s  and to

prov ide  t reatment  and other  resources  to  v ic t ims .    

 

As  we mark  the  30th  ann i ve r sa ry  o f  the  Convent ion  on  the  R ights  o f  the  Ch i ld ,  i t  i s  t ime to

reaf f i rm our  commi tment  to  the  p revent ion  of  ch i ld  sexua l  abuse  and the  p romot ion  of

ch i ld ren ’ s  r ights  and we l l -be ing .

 

I nnovat i ve  p ro jects  focus  on  a  p ro-act i ve ,  p revent i ve  approach ,  most  o f ten  by  educat ing

ch i ld ren ,  educators ,  and  parents  about  the  r i s k  o f  v ic t im izat ion  and –  i nc reas ing l y  –  about  the

r i s k  o f  perpet rat ion .    I n  some count r ies ,  ch i ld ren  account  fo r  a  la rge  por t ion  of  ch i ld  sexua l

abuse  of fenses ,  o f ten  because  they  a re  unaware  of  appropr ia te  age boundar ies ,  the  concept  o f

consent ,  o r  the  fact  that  on l i ne  sexua l  images  of  o ther  ch i ld ren  a re  i l l ega l .

 

This  event  a ims to  increase publ ic  awareness  about  ch i ld  sexual  abuse,  as  wel l  as

shar ing  best -pract ices  that  have  proven successfu l ,  especia l ly  put t ing  for th  prevent ive

solut ions  to  the  sexual  abuse of  ch i ldren  through educat ion  of  ch i ldren ,  parents ,

educators  and teachers .
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