Remarks at opening of “Entire Life in a Package” Exhibition
Tuesday June 20, 2017 12:00 pm.

· Ambassadors, Director-General Moller, thank you. 

·  I’d like to say on behalf of the US Mission in Geneva that it’s a great honor for us to co-sponsor this exhibit. 

· As other speakers have noted, today is World Refugee Day. In 2017, 17 years since the day was first marked, there are more people displaced than at any time since the nineteen fifties. There are now more than 65.6 million people who have been uprooted.

· Orna Ben-Ami’s work shows us the reality behind those staggering numbers. Her multi-media constructions make the plight of refugees more personal, by focusing on the few belongings they carry with them as they flee war and persecution. 

· Before coming to Geneva this exhibit was shown at the UN Secretariat in New York. It had a big impact there. I’m confident it will awake an equally strong response here. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]My hope is that work like this, now being exhibited at the UN Office in Geneva, will inspire us to continue to work to help the millions of displaced people in need of food, clothing, shelter, and medicine, and to look for diplomatic solutions that will enable them to live more dignified, less chaotic lives.

· Thank you
