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Remarks by H.E. Ambassador Aviva Raz Shechter, 
Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations in Geneva 

« Entire Life in a Package » - Exhibition Opening

Palais des Nations, Exhibition Space, E Building
Tuesday 20 June 2017, 12:00 PM


Director-General,
Mrs. Deputy High-Commissioner,
Ambassador McCarney,
Mr. Jason Mack,
Excellencies,
Dear Orna Ben-Ami,
Dear Friends,

Today, we mark World Refugee Day, a day dedicated to the plight and courage of refugees around the world, and an opportunity to reflect on our individual and collective responsibilities towards the millions of men, women and children who flee their homes, embarking on perilous journeys and bringing with them their entire lives in a package.

Here at the United Nations, the words “refugee” and “migrant” are part of our everyday vocabulary. They are at the centre of so many discussions, conferences and media coverage. The International Community does try to establish processes and policies to help States better face these enormous challenges, and ensure dignity to those suffering. I’m especially thinking of both the Global Compacts for Migration and on Refugees, which Israel is part of and strongly supports.

But these discussions are void if we forget the individuals behind these two words, their stories, and their physical and practical needs.
I believe the exhibition we are opening today helps us bridge over this gap.

Artists have their own language, and their artworks represent their personal stories and their dreams. This exhibition “An Entire Life in a Package”, is a strong testimony to what Orna brings with her. She has been trying throughout the years to focus on personal and collective memories. By welding such a hard metal as iron, Orna is shaping it in her own feminine way and giving to it a new meaning and expression. Her personal and collective memories are now part of the artistic outcome. I am sure that many of you will be able to feel and share these emotions while walking through the exhibit.

The State of Israel has absorbed hundreds of thousands of refugees and migrants since its establishment. It is an inspiring example of the invaluable contribution they brought to our nation. Within only 69 years of existence, they have made the desert bloom, and this melting pot of our society drives our creativity and innovation, and safeguards the well-being of our people.

I would like to conclude by thanking Director-General Møller for hosting this exhibition, and to the US and Canada Missions for joining us in bringing this exhibition to the UN. 

I also want to salute the UNHCR, represented today by Deputy High-Commissioner Clements, for the remarkable work its staff accomplishes every day around the world, as we face the worst humanitarian crisis since the end of World War II. 

Lastly, my warmest thanks go to Orna Ben-Ami for sharing with us her creations and her talent.

[bookmark: _GoBack]When looking at this exhibition, we can only identify with the pain and the fear that emanate from people uprooted from their homes. My hope and my wish is that this moving exhibition stirs with us our moral duty to act, with humanity, for those who need us most.

Thank you very much.
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