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UN Human Rights Council
55th Regular Session – 8 March 2024
Item 3 - ID SR Torture
Ms. Adi Farjon Israel
Deputy Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations in Geneva

Thank you, Mr President,
Israel welcomes the Special Rapporteur and thanks her for her report.
On October 7th, the world saw torture, cruel and degrading treatment perpetrated live as Hamas displayed its savagery for the world to see. Openly displaying elation, Hamas terrorists tortured and murdered innocent men, women and children, 
Hamas used rape and sexualized torture as a tool of war. Women were found naked or partially naked from the waist down, hands tied and shot multiple times, often in the head. They were subjected to rape and gang rape, and then murdered, before, during or after the act. At the site of the Nova Music Festival, corpses were found naked with their hands tied, others with extensive burns.
Mr. President,
The testimonies of released hostages from Hamas captivity are horrific. Hostages have been and are currently subjected to physical and emotional torture, they are beaten, starved and deprived of life-saving medication. A recent UN report found that these hostages have been subjected to various forms of conflict-related sexual violence including rape and sexualized torture. It also said there are reasonable grounds to believe that such violence may be ongoing.
Mr President, 
We must bring them home now. 
I thank you.
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