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Thank you Mr. President,

Children are not a pawn of war. They should never be targeted, brutalized, burned alive, or taken hostage - torn from their beds and held as bargaining chips by a murderous terrorist organization. 

No child should ever be used as a human shield by a terrorist organization that seeks to maximize civilian harm. No school should cover the opening shaft of a terror tunnel. Cribs should not store RPGs. Teddy bears should not be stuffed with weapons. 

Children should be taught to hope for a better future, not to dedicate their lives to the hatred of their neighbors. Martyrdom should not be idealized. Particularly not under the auspices of the UN. 

To turn away from the reality of children’s lives under Hamas rule is to ignore Hamas’s contempt for the law and utter inhumanity towards Palestinian children. 

Israel’s war is against Hamas, not against Palestinian civilians. Israel does not target children. This is a matter of  morality. It is also a matter of explicit government policy, military directives and procedures. Our commitment to uphold the law, including our obligations under international human rights law, is unwavering and exists independent of Hamas’s contempt for the law. 

Israel will continue to take all feasible measures to keep children out of harm’s way, even as Hamas systematically endeavors to maximize civilian harm. We will continue our ongoing efforts to get more humanitarian aid into Gaza, and we will continue to work with all partners to do so. Israeli and Palestinian children deserve a better future. 
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