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Thank you Madam Vice-President,

It is perhaps an opportune moment to ask the Special Rapporteur and member States, how  they would have responded if one Saturday morning, thousands of terrorists infiltrated their territory and proceeded to massacre civilians, burn families in their homes, rape, mutilate, and altogether carry out the deadliest terrorist attack in modern history. 

How would member States respond if hundreds of their citizens - children, women, older persons - were held by the same terrorists who displayed elation in the cold-blooded murder of innocents? 

How would member States respond to 158 days of indiscriminate rocket fire from the North and South, aimed at terrorizing the civilian population, and ultimately displacing hundreds of thousands and causing massive destruction. 

What would member States say to those who sit in these halls and continue to fund, supply, and train terrorist organizations, and to those who profusely refuse to condemn these acts and opt to defend the terrorists? 

Israel is operating to dismantle this terrorist organization - Hamas - so that it will cease to terrorize and threaten our people. We have no choice. We must go after Hamas, or they will continue to come after us. 

But let me be clear, even as Hamas rains down rockets on us, even as our hostages remain in captivity suffering the unimaginable, even as Hamas continues to carry out heinous terrorist attacks, Israel is absolutely committed to conducting itself in accordance with international law. This is the duty of any democracy, and Israel will always remain committed to the values which guide us.

Thank you.
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