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Thank you, Mr. President,
“Life as a hostage in Gaza is not life, it is hell.” These were the words of Hila Rotem Shoshani, aged 13, a released hostage who was taken captive from Kibbutz Be’eri.
For the last 145 days, 134 innocent people have experienced hell itself in terror tunnels of Hamas in Gaza.
I speak to you today because they cannot. They cannot describe to you, their suffering; they cannot bear witness to the violence they have and continue to endure.
I cannot believe that in today’s world, innocent lives are being held captive, taken to be a bargaining chip by a terrorist organization who knows no humanity.
 
On October 7, their lives were ripped apart. Over 240 people were dragged from their homes and torn from their loved ones. Around them, Hamas slaughtered their families, displaying elation as they raped and murdered their friends.
 
Tragically, some never made it to Gaza alive. Others have met their demise at the hands of Hamas while in captivity. Yet, their plight has been met with indifference by many in these halls. Their suffering has been relegated to a mere footnote in the discourse of this Council. Through inaction and indifference, the world has allowed them to become pawns in Hamas' cruel games.
 
Their plight is not theirs alone, their suffering is a burden we must all share.
We must do more to reunite sons and daughters, husbands and wives, fathers and mothers.
We must demand Hamas let our people go. Not later, but now.
For as long as even a single person remains ensnared in the clutches of terror, we cannot rest. We will work tirelessly to bring them all home.
I thank you.
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